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„ An Ad for granting to his | Majeſty a Stamp Duty of 
« Three-pence on the Regiſtry of each Burial, Marriage, 
0 Bit, or Chriſtening, from and after the firſt Day of _ 


of King GEORGE IL 


Births, Chriſtenings, and Bur 


Agreeable to an Act 


5 : oy October, 1783.“ 5 8 
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I - Eo Recommended by the Right Reverend thi e mY | 
"Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſe of Nox wich, 
. | And PxiNTED under his immediate Inſpection, | 
1 : 5 By W. CHASE and Co. 
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Births, Chriſtenings, and Burials, 


©  Perfermed in the Pariſh Church of 


DY an Act of Parliament of the 23d of King GEORGE the Third, 
for granting to his Majeſty a Stamp Duty on the Regiſtry of Buri- 

als, Marriages, and Chriſtenings, it is enacted, that from and after the 
iſt Day of October, 1783, the following Duty be paid to his Majeſty : 
Upon the Entry of every Burial, Marriage, Birth, or Chriſtening, in 
the Regiſter of every Pariſh, Precinct, or Place in Great Britain, a 
Stamp Duty of Three-pence, under a Penalty of Five Pounds for every 
Entry; and that every Par ſon, Vicar, Curate, or other Perſon, hav- 
ing Authority to make the Entry of any Burial, Marriage, Birth, or 
Chriſtening, is thereby veſted with full Power and Authority, previous to 
the making thereof in the Regiſter, to demand and receiye from the Un- 
dertaker or other Perſon employed in and about the Funeral of any 
Perſon ſo to be buried, or from the Parties married, or from the Pa- 


rent of the Child whoſe Birth or Chriſtening is regiſtered, or other Per- 


ſon requiring the Chriſtening of ſuch Child, the Sum of Three-pence, 
and upon Refuſal to pay the ſaid Duty on Demand, to forfeit Five 
Pounds. 


That 


| FE 5 10 1 
That the Charcbuarden or Overſeer of every Pariſh tall 1 one 

or more Book or Books with ſuch Stamps for each Entry to be made 
therein, and ſhall pay for ſuch Book or Books, and the Stamps to be 
contained therein, out of the Rates un nder their Management, and they 
are to receive back the Money which ſhall be ſo paid ffom the Perſon 
authorized to demand and receive- the Duty on the Entry cf any Burial, 
Marriage, Birth, or Chriſtening. | 
This Duty not to extend t any Perſon who ſhall be hoot out of 
any Workhouſe or Hoſpital, or at the ſole Expence of any Charity, nor 
„ Entry « of any Birth or Chriſtening of any Child whoſe Parents ſhall 
receive any Pariſh Relief. 8 
The Proviſion of this Act to extend to Quakers. ELLE 
The Par/on, Vicar, Curate, or other Perſon receiving the Duty, to 

be allowed two Shillings f in the Pound for their Trouble. „„ 
No Perſon for receiving or accounting for the Duties of this Act to 
be diſqualified from voting at any Election of Members to ſerve 1 in Par- 

. any Law to the contrary thereof notwithſtanding, 


In the ſaid AR there is the following Provide, « That no Parſon, or other Perſon, 
ſhell be ſubject to any Penalties in the ſaid Act mentioned for entering any Burial, Mar- 
riage, Birth, or Chriſtening, in any Pariſh Regiſter without Stamps, where a Licence 
under the Hands of three of the Commiſſioners for the Time being to put the ſaid Act 
in Execution, or ſome Officer by them empowered, ſhall have been granted, bgnifying 
their or his Leave that the Entry of any Burial, Marriage, Birth, or Chriſtening, to be 
V ritten in ſuch Regiſter, may be therein written without Stamps thereon, ſo as the Per- 
ſons having the Care of. ſuch Regiſter do, when required, permit the ſaid Commiſſioners 

or Agent by them appointed, to inſpe& and view ſuch Regiſter, and when required pay 
unto the Receiver-General of the ſaid Duties, or ſuch Perſon as. the faid Commiſſioners 
ſhall appoint, all ſuch Sums of Money which ought to be paid, in reſpe& of every 
ſuch Entry as ſhall be written in ſuch Regiſter, any Thing i in the. ſaid AQ to the con- 
traſy e 5 e "OI ; 
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| Obſervations upon neter Books. 
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Canon 7oth. Tx every Church tan 15 1 one parchment Book Kk 
1 at the Charge of the Pariſh ; and for the ſafe Keeping 
ſach Book, the Churchwardens ſhall provide one ſure Coffer with three 


Locks and Keys, whereof one to remain with the Miniſter, and the 


bother two with the Churchwardens ſeverally ; and upon every Sabbath 


Day the Miniſter ſhall write in the ſaid Book the Names of all Perſons 
chriſtened, married, and buried; and the Miniſter and Churchwardens 
ps every Page of that Book, when filled, ſhall ſubſcribe their Name. 
By 26th Geo. II. chap. 33, Ir is enacted, that the Churchwardens 
| ſhall provide proper Books of Vellum or good Paper, in which all 
Marriages ſhall be regiſtered, and every Page thereof ſhall be marked 
at the Top with the Figure of the Number of every ſuch Pag e, and 
every Marriage ſhall be there regiſtered, and ſhall be ligned by the Par- 
Ton, Vicar, Miniſter, or Curate. 
Se. 15th. And in order to preſerve the Evidence of 3 it 
is ſaid, an immediately after the Celebration of every Marriage, an 
Entry thereof ſhall be made in ſuch Regiſter, and ſhall be ſigned by 
the Miniſter, with his proper Addition. Then follows the Form of the 
Entry. | 
| WA 1th. And if any Pete ſhall make any falſe Entry, or r forge 
any Entry, or deſtroy any ſuch Regiſter, he ſhall ſuffer Death as a Felon. 
One Uſe of Regiſter-Books is to prove a Pedigree, and therefore the 
Chriſtian and Surname of the Father, and Maiden Name of the Mother i 
of every Infant that is born and baptized ſhould be mentioned; and if 
a Child die, the Name of the Infant, and alſo the Name of "the Fa- 
ther, and Maiden Name of the Mother ſhould be inſerted in the Entry. 
The Neceſſity of mentioning the Name of the Father, and Maiden 
| Name of the Mother of every Infant that is buried, will — if it 


. (nd. = 
be ed that if a Man has ten Sons, and the round ws ſhould 55 
marry and have Iſſue, and any Relation of the Father ſhould die, leav - 
ing an Eſtate to which the Father would have been Heir at Law, if liv- 
ing, and the Deſcendants from the younger Son ſhould claim the Eſtate 
as Heirs at Law, it will be incumbent upon ſuch Deſcendants to prove 
the Deaths of the other nine Sons, and this cannot be done by any Re- 
giſter or Regiſters, unleſs the Entries of the Burials ſpecify the Name of 
che Father of ſuch nine deceaſed Children; and if the Mother of ſuch 
Children would have been entitled to the Eſtate, if living, then it would 
be neceſſary to thew that the nine deceaſed Sons were the Sons of ſuch 
Woman. 

But ſuppoſe a Man has two i then it will ful be neceſſary to 
mention the Names of the Father and Maiden Name of the Mother, in 
order to ſhew whether the Deſcendants are of the whole or the half 
Blood. 1 

Some Gentlemen, by way of ee in their Entries of Baptiſane 
ſay only, on iſt March, Ann, of Jobn and Mary Bond, was baptized, 
without deſcribing whether the child baptized was a Son or a Daugh- 
ter; and ſuch Gentlemen will tell you, that Ann is the Name of a Fe. 
male; conſequently the Child b be a Daughter; but they ſhould 
conſider that Lord Ann Hamilton is a Man, — that the Rev. Caroline 
H-- -t, and Lucy Knightley, Eſq; Member for Nami, are 
not Women. Many other ſuch Inſtances may be found. by 

In ſome pariſhes, inſtead of making the Entries according to the Act ö 
of Parliament, the Clergyman has omitted writing his N ame to the En- 
try of the Marriage, probably becauſe the Words by me” were left 
out in the printed Form: And in many Pariſhes the Pages are not 
marked at the Top, as the Act requires and there are very few Regiſter 

Books where the ſeveral Pages are ſigned, as the Canon directs, by the 
Miniſter and Churchwardens. 8 

Although neither the Canons, nor W Act, require the ſeveral 
Entries of the Solemnization of Matrimony to be number d, yet it ſeems 
expedient that every Entry ſhould ſucceſſively be mark d with i its proper 


number, as the Marriage Regiſter would thereby be ſecured rom having 
the Record of any Wedding cangelleg, | 


There 
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These e are many ieee whete Elitries of Chriſtenings, and Burials, 

1 are left to the Churchwardens, or to the Pariſh GER and there ate 

ſome Inftances where there are no Entries at all. 

It is ſubmitted to the Clergy whether it would not be ri ht for them 
to be more attentive to their Regiſter Books, to enter the Baptiſins and 
| Burials every Week, or at leaſt every Time they perform Divine Service, 
and not leave it to the Churchwarden or Clerk, who for want of know- 
ing how to Spell, may poſſibly negle& to make any Entry at all, or 
make ſuch Entries as are hardly Intelligible, and it is to be wiſhed chat 
the Day of the Birth of a Child ſhould be mentioned as well as the 
Day of its Baptiſm, and that in all Entries of Burials the Age ſhould be 
8 ee and if of an Infant the Name of the Father, and Maiden Name 

of the Mother of ſuch Infant; and if the Perſons buried be of Age, 

and ſingle, then their Age, and whether ſingle Man or Woman, ſhould 
be inſerted, and if in a State of Widow hood, that ſhould likewiſe be 
deſcribed, 

n preſumed, that the more the © Me Hints are 3 ts, the 
more eafy it will be for any Perſon to make out and prove a Pedigree, 
which it is now very difficult to do for want of proper Entries being 
made in the Regiſter Books; and if the Number of Entries in every 
Page, with an Account of Interlineations, (if any) were inſerted at the 

Bottom, it would be a Means of preventing any Alteration being made 
in 1 hens. cog Books, 
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| | — e ) was born October 5 128. 


wer Fon of 'T Roms Sternhald, and. Anne 7. Wife, Tore Anne 
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Form of the Entry of the Burial of an Infant.” 


"Jab: Fon + Thomas Sternhold, and Anne his Wite, f Jate Nane 
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E Zertificate — October 30, 178 3. 


e Spinſter) 2 5 Y ears, was buried October 2 35 178: 3— 
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Form 1 FAR Entry of the Burial of a Perſon of riper Years. 
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John Brown, Batchelor, * of F Ton Brown and Mary ' bis With, 7 


5 late Mary mn, Spinſter) aged 40 Years, Was buried Oct. 27, 178 3. 
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Certificate brought October 315 1 783. 
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Nun. If a married 7 Man, to be enter'd as Sock. 


i "OR of the Entry of te Burial of a Win 


| | Mary the Wife of John Styles, (late Mary Oakes, e aged 


| 50 Years, was buried October 27, 1783. 


55 eee brought C October 35 788 3 | 
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